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SUBJECT: KOREA CORE GROUP CONSULTATIONS 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 4222 

1 . BOTH DEPARTMENT AND USUN WERE SURPRISED AT ASSUMPTION 
REACHED BY ROK COUNSELOR IN BUENOS AIRES. SINCE RECEIPT 
OF REFTEL, ROK MISSION IN NEW YORK HAS COME UP WITH MORE 
PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION OF PURPOSE OF BUENOS AIRES MEETING. 
ACCORDING TO ROK SOURCES IN SAN JOSE, NORTH KOREANS 
APPROACHED COSTA RICAN AMBASSADOR MONGE AND MINISTER 
GRANADOS WITH INVITATION FOR COSTA RICAN PARLIAMENTARY 
DELEGATION TO VISIT PYONGYANG. THIS INVITATION REPORTEDLY 
WAS FORWARDED TO SAN JOSE WITH RECOMMENDATION THAT IT BE 
TRANSMITTED TO COSTA RICAN PARLIAMENT. HOWEVER, COSTA 
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AMBASSADOR MONGE SENT ANOTHER INVITATION DIRECTLY TO 
PRESIDENT OF PARLIAMENT. AS RESULT, HE REPORTEDLY 
INCURRED DISFAVOR OF COSTA RICAN FOREIGN MINISTRY. STATUS 
OF INVITATION AT PRESENT IS UNKNOWN. 

2. THOUGH CONTACTS FOR ABOVE REASON COULD BE INTERPRETED 
AS WORKING AGAINST CORE GROUP INTERESTS, AS ROK EMBASSY 
COUNSELOR KIM IN BUENOS AIRES SUGGESTS, IT HARDLY FOLLOWS 

THAT COSTA RICANS SHOULD BE BARRED FROM FURTHER 
PARTICIPATION IN CORE GROUP MEETINGS. COSTA RICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORE GROUP HAS ATTENDED LAST TWO 
MEETINGS IN NEW YORK AND HAS SHOWN COPIES OF LETTERS TO 
USUN AND OTHERS THAT FONMIN FACIO SENT TO HIS COUNTERPARTS 
IN ARGENTINA, PANAMA AND PERU TO PROVE THAT ACTION AS 
PROMISED HAD BEEN TAKEN. COSTA RICAN EMBASSIES, HOWEVER, 
MAY NOT HAVE RECEIVED CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS ON CONVENING 
LOCAL CORE GROUP MEETINGS THEREBY NECESSITATING 
DESIGNATION OF ALTERNATE CONVENOR. 

3. FOR USUN: YOU MAY WISH TO CHECK WITH ROK AND 
JAPANESE MISSIONS TO CORE GROUP TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
THERE IS ANY FURTHER CONCERN ON THEIR PART ABOUT COSTA 
RICAN PARTICIPATION IN CORE GROUP ACTIVITIES. IF THERE 

IS NONE, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT ISSUE NEED NOT BE 
PURSUED FURTHER. 

4- FOR SAN JOSE: AT YOUR DISCRETION, YOU MAY WISH TO 
APPRISE FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO OF SITUATION. KISSINGER 
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